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SUBJ: US-GDR RELATIONS 

GIVEN THE IMPORTANCE OF ENSURING EFFECTIVE CONSULAR FUCTIONS, 

IN PARTICULAR AS REGARDS WELFARE AND PROTECTION CASES, 

BY FUTURE US EMBASSY IN EAST BERLIN, WE SHOULD SEEK IN FORTH- 
COMING US-GDR TALKS AS SPECIFIC GDR COMMITMENT AS POSSIBLE ON THIS 
SUBJECT. EVEN IF GDR WERE TO AGREE TO ACCEDE TO VIENNA 
CONSULAR CONVENTION, WHICH DOUBTFUL, ACTUAL ACCESSION 
MAY TAKE PLACE ONLY AFTER CONSIDERABLE DELAY. CONCLUSION OF 
A BILATERAL CONSULAR COVENTION ALSO CANNOT BE EXPECTED IN 
IMMEDIATE FUTURE. WHILE VIENNA CONVENTION ON DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, 
TO WHICH GDR IS PARTY, WOULD ALLOW US EMBASSY TO EXERCISE 
CONSULAR FUCTIONS, IT DOES NOT SPECIFY CONDITIONS FOR SUCH 
FUCTIONS. AN INTERIM ARRANGEMENT. PERHAPS ALONG LINES OF 
ROOSEVELT-LITVINOV EXCHANGE OF LETTERS, MAY THEREFORE BE NECESSARY. 
APPROPRIATE DRAFTS OF SUCH DOCUMENTS SHOULD BE PREPARED 
FOR REVIEW UPON MY RETURN WASHINGTON. KISSINGER 
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